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Characteristics of Urban Places

Urban Site & Function

What is a settlement?

= Asettlementis aplace where people live and carry out arange of activities, including trade and
manufacturing

= Settlements have different types based on:
= Shape orform
= Populationsize
= Function
= Features
= Hierarchy
= Settlementsrange fromisolated buildingsin rural areas to urban megacities of over 10 million people

= The physical geography of an areaimpacts on the settlement pattern

What are urban settlements?
= The definition of anurban area varies:
= |nthe UK, the government defines settlements with a population of over 10 000 people

= Inmany places, urban settlements are those with more than 5 000 residents

Urban settlement characteristics
= Urban areastendto:

= Have a high density of human structures, such as houses, commercial buildings, roads, bridges,
and railways

= Belarge and have a high population density
= Dependonwater supply, relief, and soil fertility for theirlocation and development
= Have diverse social and cultural activities, such as entertainment, education, and healthcare

= Bedensely populated areas that have a high degree of economic, social and cultural diversity
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= Belocated near major transportation routes, such as roads, railways, ports and airports, to ensure /
trade and mobility
= Urbanareas: Your notes

= Have acomplexand hierarchical structure of land use, with different zones for residential,
commercial, industrial, recreational and administrative functions

= Areinfluenced by various factors, such as:
= Physical geography
= Climate
= History
= Politics
= Culture

= Globalisation

What is meant by settlement site and situation?
= Thesiteis the physicalland that the settlementis built on

= Natural conditions, historical development, planning regulations, market forces, and social
preferences are just a few of the factors that have animpact on the site

= The situation can be thought of as the position of the settlementinrelation to other features, e.g., a
forest, alake, etc.

What are settlement functions?
= The functions of settlements change over time
= The functions are the main activities which occurin a settlement

= Many settlements first start with only one function, then develop others as the settlement grows oris
forced to change, forinstance:

= Liverpool,inthe UK, beganas amajorport of trade, but this function wentinto decline during the
1970s with the advent of containerisation, and the Mersey was too shallow to allow large shipsinto
dock

= Tourism has become the major function of Liverpool's economy, focusing on The Beatles and the
Merseybeat era

= |In2008, Liverpool became the European Capital of Culture, beating other British cities such as
Newcastle and Birmingham

= The city's waterfront was designated a World Heritage Site in 2004.
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= This status wasrevokedin 2021 because its redevelopment didn't maintain the site’s original /

authenticity.

Your notes
= |t|ost the features which made it a maritime feature

Examples of Functions in Urban Settlements

Function Example
Political Town halls, parliaments
Commercial Shops, markets
Tourism Museums and art galleries
Transportation Railways, roads, airports
Educational Schools, universities, and colleges
Agriculture Farming

.

o

Examiner Tips and Tricks

Students often confuse site and situation. Remember that the site is the physical location of a
settlement whereas the situationis the settlementinrelation to other features.

UrbanLand Use

Urbanland use

= Thisrefersto activities that are found in towns and cities
= Towns and cities tend to grow outwards, from a historic centre or core to an urban fringe
= Eachzone grows due to the needs of the city during its development over time

= Asageneralrule, alltowns and cities, regardless of place orlevel of development, show the same four
features:

= Acentralcore
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= Aninner-city zone
= Asuburbanzone

= Anurbanfringe

Central Core

= The central coreis the oldest part of a city, with features such as:

= The central business district (CBD) e.g. banks, retail and commercial offices

= Multi-storey development, with vertical growth rather than horizontal growth due to lack of space
= | andof highvalue

= Concentratedretail and office space

= Pedestrianisation for high footfall

= Convergence of public transport

= Traffic restrictions for private vehicles

= |Lowresidential population

Inner city zone

A'frame'to the inner core which developed as the core developed

Older, compact, terraced 'worker' housing to support a growing population density
Surrounded by olderindustrial areas

Areas are centred around transport links and access to manufacturing

Available land increases with distance, so costs are reduced

Residential landis in direct competition with commercial usage

Suburban zone

Residential areas

Emergence of segregated residential zones based on wealth, ethnicity, choice or government policy
(e.g. social housing)

Semi-detached and detached housing with gardens
Tree-lined avenues and cul-de-sacs

Smaller retail premises
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The cost of land decreases but the size of the property increases with the distance

Urban fringe

Outer edges of the city:

The countryside is eroded through the urban spread/sprawl

Housingis clusteredinto estates, whichincreases 'spot’ density

Some industrialland uses

Accessibility is best

Other similar characteristics of modern urban settlementsinclude:
= The age of the built-up area decreases from the core to the fringe
= The density of building developments decreases from the core to the fringes
= Grandeur, function, design and style change across the zones

= Overtime, population density and land use change

. CORE ':' SUBURBAN RING

. INNER-CITY RING - URBAN FRINGE

Based on Burgess's Concentric Ring Theory
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The model above is a simplification but shows there is a core where most of the commercial activity is
found

The CBD is usually the most accessible (public transport) with the highestland value
High-rise buildings are seen here due to the high demand for land

= Thereisalack of space to satisfy that demand, e.g. Singapore, New York and Hong Kong are
known for their 'skyscrapers' and land prices are amongst the highest in the world

Settlement Hierarchy

What is a settlement hierarchy?

The importance or significance of a settlementis determined by its place in the settlement hierarchy
Ahierarchy is when settlements are ordered and classified based on three principles:
= Populationsize

= Number of services provided

= Number of settlements

The higher up the hierarchy, the fewer settlements are found

However, thereis anincreasein the:

= Population of the settlement

= Number of services provided

= Type of services

The hierarchy follows a path:

= Dispersed =Hamlets = Villages = Market towns = Large towns = Cities = Conurbations =
Megacities

The resultis a pyramid-shaped model, where there are more cities than megacities and more villages
than towns
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SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY

THE SIZE OF
SETTLEMENT,
POPULATION
AND NUMBER
OF SERVICES
PROVIDED, BUT
A DECREASE

URBAN

IN THE NUMBER
TOWN OF SETTLEMENTS

VILLAGE

Settlement hierarchy diagram

All settlements offer certain functions and services
Asettlement's physical and population size will determine the number of services it offers

The minimum number of people necessary before a particular good or service will be providedin the
areais called the threshold population

A smallvillage orhamlet with a small population will only provide low-order services such as a post
office, general store and maybe a pub

Towns will provide low- and high-order services such as a church, medical centre, garages, schools
andrestaurants

Cities and conurbations will focus on high-order services such as leisure centres, schools, churches,
chain stores and hospitals

There are exceptions to this:
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= Some places may have more services than average, such as a small seaside resort /

= Others may have fewer, such as acommuter ordormitory town Your notes

What are megacities?
= Urbanareas with more than 10 million inhabitants

= Examples: Tokyo, Delhi, Shanghai, Sao Paulo, etc.
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NEW DELHI 31.9M /
LAHORE 11.1M Your notes
KARACHI 15.3M PEKIN 19.4M
TEHRAN 13.8M SRR A
ISTANBUL 15.3M~\  MOSCOW SHANGHAI
CAIRO 19.8M 17.7M CHENGDU 22.1M
LONDON 11.1M 1.9M SEQOUL
PARIS 1M 22.4M
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KEY: 13.9M

() >30MILLION

20 - 30 MILLION
® 15 - 20 MILLION
® 10 — 15 MILLION

World megacities

= |n2007, more people livedinanurbanenvironment than arural one
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= By 2050, itis thought that more than two-thirds (7 billion) of the world population will live in urban /

areas
Your notes
= This scaling up of the urban environment s the fastestin human history

= Thelargest growth of megacitiesis seenin Asia

Reasons for the growth of megacities
= The mainreasons for the rapid growth of megacities are:
= Economic growth due toanincreaseinindustry
= Naturalincrease

= Rural-urban migration

Urban Growth
What is urban growth?

= Urbangrowthistheincrease in size or population of urban areas
= The growthis driven by various factors, including:
= Economic development
= Migration,
= |ndustrialisation
= Urbanplanning
= Theurban growth process may be planned or spontaneous
= Planned growth occurs when the growth of an urban settlement is carefully managed
= Spontaneous growth occurs without planning and management
= Urban growth may have both positive and negative effects:
= Positive effects include higher productivity, innovation, and living standards

= Negative effectsinclude environmental degradation, congestion, inequality and vulnerability to
disasters and epidemics

= Urbangrowthisunevenacrossregions and countries, with higherlevels of urbanisationin high-income
countries and lower levels in low-income countries

= There are various patterns of urban growth, such as compact, sprawling, or polycentric cities
= The patterns depend on the physical, social, and institutional factors that shape them
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Factors affecting urban growth y 4
= There are arange of factors which affect urban settlement growth, including: Your notes
= Climate/weather
= Agriculture
= |ndustry

= Residential

Climate/weather

= The climate and weather have animpact onthe:
= Availability of natural resources
= Demand forenergy
= Health and comfort of the population

= Attractiveness of the city for tourism and migration

Agriculture
= Agriculture provides food and income for the city dwellers, as well as raw materials for some industries.
= The productivity and diversity of agriculture depends on the:

= Soil quality

= Watersupply

= Climatic conditions of the city

Industry
= |ndustry contributes to the economic development, employment, and innovation of the city
= Thetype andscale of industry depends on the availability of:
= Labour
= Capital
= Infrastructure
= Markets

= |ndustry alsoimpacts the environment and public health of the city through pollution and waste
generation
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Residential /

= Residential refers to the housing and living conditions of the city population. Your notes
= The growth of residential areas depends on the:

= Population size, density

= Income of urban dwellers

= Preferences of urban dwellers

= Mobility of the urban dwellers

= Residential areas also affect the demand for public services, such as transportation, education, health
care, andrecreation
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Pattern of Urban Economic Activities /

Your notes

Physical Factors Affecting Urban Economic Activities

= Urban activities can be categorised into three main groups:
= Retail: shops and markets
= Commercial: finance, technology and business
= Industrial: manufacturing and production
= |ndustrial areasrequire large areas of flatland, which are not at risk from hazards
= Retailand commercial areas require smaller areas of land. which are not at risk from hazards

= Urbanactivities are affected by:

Physical factors
= Landvalues
= Proximity to the CBD

= Planning

Physical factors affecting urban economic activities

= Thetopography of an area, including the height of the land, areas of water, etc. impacts whetheran
areais suitable foreconomic activities

= Hazards such asflooding and landslides canlead to the damage or destruction of:
= |nfrastructure
= |ndustrial/business buildings

= The existence of hazards impacts which areas are suited to economic activities

= Climateis also aconsideration

= Heavy rainfall canlead to flooding and landslides which would make an area unsuitable for
economic activities

Land Values & Urban Economic Activities

Peak land value

= Anylandthathas 'purpose’ will be valuable and cost more to buy orrent
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= Usually, retail shops can make money and seek prime positions ,
= Therefore, land uses of similar activities will come together, creating 'peaks' and 'troughs' of land
values across the urbanlandscape Your notes

= There are two points to consider:
= The value of the land:
= Varies across the urban areas
= Usually decreases from the centre, outwards
= Higherland prices are also found along mainroads, urban hubs and around ring roads
= Thelocation of the land:
= |simportanttovalue
= Theclosertokey functions, the higher the value

= Accessibility and desirability increase land value

PEAK LAND
VALUE (PLV 1)

INTERSECTION OF
ARTERIAL (MAIN)
ROAD AND OUTER
RING ROAD

DECLINE IN
LAND VALUE

SECONDARY 3
PEAK VALUE '
LAND (PLV 2)

MAIN ROADS
TO SUBURBS

e
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Peak Land Value /

Your notes

Bid-rent theory

Also known as 'distance decay theory', the price and demand forland change as the distance from the
CBDincreases

Different land uses will compete for desirable plots to maximise their profits

Accessibility increases the potential for more customers

There is a trade-off between accessibility and the cost of the land

The closer to the CBD, the more desirable land is to retail and the higher the price charged/paid
Industry cannot compete with high prices so it tends to be located further away from CBD
Residential use

= The highest density of residential is nearest the CBD with flats/apartments, where rents/costs are
highest

= The density of residential decreases but the amount of residential increases with distance from the
CBD as the price of land decreases
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SHOPS AND OFFICES CAN /
AFFORD HIGH LAND VALUES Your notes

HIGH OF THE CBD
INDUSTRY CANNOT AFFORD
THE HIGHEST LAND VALUES
PRICE SO IS FOUND AWAY FROM
N
HOUSING CAN ONLY
AFFORD LOW LAND
VALUES
SHOPS AND
INDUSTRY
Low | OFFICES
C.B.D

V

AS DISTANCE FROM THE
DISTANCE CBD INCREASES THERE IS
LESS COMPETITION FOR
LAND, SO VALUES FALL
(DISTANCE DECAY)

Bid-Rent Theory

Proximity to the Central Business District & Economic
Activities
= The Central Business District (CBD) tends to be the oldest part of a city
= Most CBDs are located at the centre of the urban area
= Where cities are located on the coast, the CBD is more likely to be close to the port
= Features of the CBDinclude:
= Banks, retailand commercial offices
= Multi-storey development (vertical growth rather than horizontal growth due to lack of space)
= |Landof highvalue
= Pedestrianised for high footfall

= Public transport hub
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= Traffic restrictions on private vehicles
= |Lowresidential population

= Main public buildings
Proximity to the CBD

= Proximity is a measure of how close alocationis to the CBD
= Areasclosetothe CBDare:
= More accessible, whichis key for customers and workers
= Oftenprestigious, whichisimportant for business and finance
= Proximity to the CBD affects the type, intensity and diversity of economic activitiesin alocation

Relationship Between Proximity to the CBD and Economic Activities

Factors Influence on economic activities

Land value Land closerto the CBD is more expensive and there is less available. This leads to high-
density developments and more profitable activities

Accessibility | Land closertothe CBDis usually more accessible. Transport links and infrastructure
usually centre on the CBD, which makes the movement of goods and people easier

Agglomeration | Economic activities are concentrated around the CBD which creates economies of
scale and enables business networks. These increase productivity

Competition | Competitionforlandinthe CBD increases cost. It alsoincreases pollutionand
congestion, which furtherincreases cost

Planning

= Theurban morphology in cities is where growth is planned and demonstrates several key
characteristics, including:

= Structured and organised layout
= Clearly defined zones for residential, commercial and industrial use
= Efficient transport infrastructure

= Open, public spaces
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= Where cities have grown up spontaneously, the urban morphology is less structured, and the cities /
oftenhave:
Your notes
= Mixedlanduse
= [nformal or squatter settlements

= Irregular street patterns

= Chaotic transport infrastructure
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Pattern of Residential Areas Within Urban Areas /

Your notes

Physical Factors Affecting Residential Areas

= There are four main factors that affect the location of residential land use inurban areas
= Physical factors
= Landvalues
= Ethnicity
= Urbanresidential planning
= Thelocation of residentialin HICs, MICs and LICs is often different

= ThepatterninLICs canbe seeninthe models of Sub-Saharan African cities and Latin American Cities

below

KEY:
[l COLONIAL CBD
7] ZONE OF LOWER TO MIDDLE

INCOME RESIDENTIAL
[ ] TRADITIONAL CBD SQUATTER SETTLEMENTS
— MAJOR ROAD

[ MARKET ZONE — LOCAL STREET

[ MINING AND
MANUFACTURING

[ ] ZONE OF SLUMS AND
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Model of land use in a Sub - Saharan African City

LATIN AMERICAN CITY \

ZONE OF PERIPHERAL
SQUATTER SETTLEMENTS

ZONE OF ACTIVE IMPROVEMENT
OF HOUSING

ZONE OF BETTER RESIDENCES
(UPGRADED/SELF-BUILT)

UPPER CLASS

Model of land use in a Latin American city

Physical factors
= Physical factors affecting the location of residential areas include:
= Proximity to water
= Slopes

= These are part of the topography of an area and canimpact where residential areas are locatedin
several ways

Proximity to water
= InHICs, the proximity to water is often regarded as a positive feature
= Waterfrontresidences are high-value, offering nice views and a pleasant environment

= |nsome areas, old industrial buildings such as docks and warehouses have been converted into high-
value apartments

= Salford QuaysinManchester
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= New York Dock Building
= |InLIC cities and some MIC cities, water isregarded as a negative factor

= Housinginthese cities, located near water, is often poor quality
= Therisk of flooding may be high and people do not have the resources to prevent it

= People may be at risk of water-borne diseases and water pollution

Slopes
= |InHICs, residences on hillsides are often high-value due to the views
= |Indensely populated cities, the hillsides also offer more space
= |nhotterclimates, higherlandis preferred forresidences due to the cooler temperatures

= InHongKong, The Peak'is a popular residential area for the wealthy seeking to live outside of the
main centre of Hong Kong

= |nLICsresidencesonslopes are often low-value

= |Indensely populated cities, illegal settlements often develop on slopes which are not suitable for
building

= Theslopes are often unstable and vulnerable to landslides

= |Landslidesinthe Morro Bumba favela close to Rio de Janeiroin 2010 killed over 200 people

Land Values & Residential Areas

= |Landvalues have asignificantimpact on the pattern of urban residential areas
= Thecloserthatlandistothe CBD, the higherits value

= These high-land value areas are often used forretail orcommercial purposes

High-income countries
= Theareas around the CBD has high-value residential areas
= Manhattanin New York and the area surrounding the financial centre of London
= Thehousingis high-density and usually high-rise
= \With distance from the CBD, land value decreases and the amount of residential land use increases
= Oldindustrial areas surrounding the CBD tend to have the lowest cost residential areas
= These are often terraced or other high-density, lower-quality housing

= Moving further from the CBD, the housing type changes, becoming larger and lower density
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= There are the suburbs and then the rural-urban fringe

Low=-income countries

Zone of lower to middle income residence is where there is a mixture of old and newer housing
occupied by middle classes

High class (elite) residential often developsin a spine out from the city center, where the land value is
highest

Around the high classresidential area, there is likely to be a wide range of housing

Azone of squatter settlements are often on the most undesirable land at the edge of a city, thisis the
lowest value land

Ethnicity & Residential Areas

Migrationto urban areas increases diversity

Ethnicity isimportant in determining the residential patternsin a city

International migrants tend to clusterin distinctive places across cities (known as enclaves), such as:
= Russian oligarch families in Kensington and Chelsea, London
= |ndian community in Hounslow, London

Many of the largest citiesin the world, like San Francisco, New York, London and Paris, have an area
known as Chinatown

The location of residential areas as a result of ethnicity is known as segregation and may either have
advantages or disadvantages

The two types of segregation are:
= Positive segregation
= Negative segregation

Positive segregationrefers to the benefits such as culture, restaurants, supermarkets and religious
buildings which cater for the needs of the population

When certain groups are excluded from particular areas, thisis referred to as negative segregation
The level of ethnic segregation varies and changes over time due to:
= Economicindicators, e.g.income and employment

= Socialindicators, e.g. health, crime and education

Planning & Residential Areas
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= Urban planning has become increasingly importantin towns and cities
= Many cities in the world are planned around economic activities
= Planning may take a number of forms, including:

= | andusezoning

= Development of infrastructure

= Types of housing

Land use zoning
= Thetypes of land use may be pre-determined by planning laws

= Thelaws may also affect the type and density of housing

Infrastructure
= Theinfrastructure of an areaincludesroads and services

= These are usually planned by the local government and impact on how desirable an areaiis for
residential areas

Housing type

= | ocal governments have arole in providing social housing

= Thelocal government may aim to create a mix of housing using social housing and land use zoning
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Poverty & Deprivationin Urban Areas

Poverty in Urban Areas

Poverty is defined as anindividual not having the resources needed to meet a certain standard of living

Inurban areas, poverty often means that people do not have:
= Basic services such as clean water, sanitation and electricity
= Adequate housing
= Access to healthcare and education
There is wide variation in wealth across urban areas
= InHICs, the poorest areas are usually found in the inner city areas around the CBD
= |ncontrast, the poorest areas are the squatter settlements usually found at the rural urban fringe
Poverty and deprivation lead to a variety of problemsin urban areas
All cities have levels of inequality, but LICs are amongst the worst affected

Many low-income families are 'pulled’ to informal settlements around towns and cities, looking for a
sense of 'belonging’ with others in the same situation

In other areas without a strong social network or cities with recently arrived large populations, high
levels of crime, begging and petty theft are more common

Overall, this creates urban poverty that degrades both the physical and social environment around that

area

This makes it difficult for people to escape from poverty and they fall victim to the vicious 'cycle of
poverty’ and urban poverty becomes ingrained within the city

Combined with a lack of suitable work, housing, water supply, sewerage, solid waste disposal and
pollution, the quality of life for peoplein cities is low
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CHILD GROWS UP
IN PROVERTY

' : DISADVANTAGED IN
EDUCATION AND
FAMILY REMAINS CYCLE OF SKILLS
IN PROVERTY 1 S POVERTY 7

FAILS TO ESCAPE
THE POVERTY STRUGGLES TO
CYCLE ¢~ |GET A FORMAL JOB
Cycle of poverty

Poverty and deprivation are passed on from one generation to the next

Children willtend to get less parental support and usually have to attend inadequate schools
They also tend to leave school early with few qualifications

Lack of qualifications means they cannot find well-paid employment and rely on social handouts

Children they have will be borninto this cycle and so families remain ‘trapped’ and unable to improve
theircircumstances
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This feeds into a lower quality of life

Deprivationin Urban Areas

Deprivationis connected with poverty and occurs when a person’s well-being falls below an
acceptable minimum standard

The minimum standard varies from country to country and applies to several different aspects of daily
life

= |tisaboutmore thanjustnot having enough money
There are several indicators of deprivation, including:
= Economic: Access to employment and levels of income

= Social: Crimerates, levels of health, access to health care and the proportion of lone-parent
families

= Environmental: Noise, air pollution and derelict land
= Political: Opportunities to vote and participate in the community
= Physical: Levels of pollution, vandalism, graffitiand quality of housing

= Housing: Level of amenities, overcrowding, central heating

Informal Activity in Urban Areas

Informal housing

Availability and affordability of housing cannot keep up with the rate at which the urban populationis
increasinginLICsand MICs

This leads to people building theirown homes on any vacant land using scrap materials like cardboard,
corrugatediron and plastic

The UN defines informal settlements as:

Contiguous settlement where the inhabitants are characterised as having inadequate housing and
basic services

They are unplanned and unregulated housing (informal settlements) with little sanitary facilities, fresh
water orreliable energy supply

The characteristics of the land include that it is:
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Not usually owned by the residents
In areas of no economic value
Onthe urbanedges orfringes
Along mainroads or railways

Clinging onto the side of steep slopes

= Depending on the country, these informal settlements, or squatter settlements, are also called:

Favelas in Brazil

Shanty towns in the West Indies and Canada
Bustees on the Indian subcontinent

Skid row in the USA

Townships in South Africa

= |ndeveloping countries, about a quarter of urban inhabitants (1.6 billion) live in these impoverished
squatter settlements and by 2030, the UN estimates that 1in 4 people on the planet will live in some
form of informal settlement

= Some cities have 'mega-slums’, which are extensive overcrowded areas usually within megacities

The largest are found:

= Nairobi, Kenya, with a population of 1.5 million, is crowded into 3 sprawling slums of mud huts
and tin shacks, - Kibera being the largest of the 3

= Neza, Mexico City, Mexico, has a population of 1.1 million people

= Dharavi, Mumbai, India, has 1 million people in a warren of narrow lanes, interconnected shacks
and single-room living spaces that double as factories

= OrangiTown, Karachi, Pakistan, has an estimated population of 2.4 million people across
8000 acres of concrete block homes, with 8-10 people sharing two or three rooms

= Khayelitshain Cape Town, South Africa, has a population of 400,000 iniron and wooden
shacks

= Theseunregulated areas of housing present serious risks such as fire, flooding and landslides

= |nformal settlements typically suffer from:

Poor, overcrowded, small housing, built very close together using inadequate material and with
uncertain electricity supplies

= Theyhaverestricted access to water supplies
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= Little tono sanitation facilities and no solid waste disposal, which leads to a polluted and degraded
local environment

= There areinadequate health facilities, which, along with poor living conditions, increase sickness
and deathrates

= Thepopulationinthese areas have insecure living conditions as they may be forcibly removed by
landowners or other authorities

Informal employment

Urban areas, particularly in LICs have rapidly growing populations and job creation cannot match the
pace of growth

As aresult,unemployment and underemployment are not unusual

People will often work on street corners doing informal work like shining shoes, giving haircuts,
providing transport, selling water or food

These jobs are often unskilled and labour-intensive and require little money to set up

The informal economy leaves cities without income to provide adequate services as workers pay no
taxes

It also makes wages and working conditions difficult to regulate
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